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FROM THE PUBL ISHER

Spring is a time of  hope, rebirth and new beginnings. 

It’s a time when most of  us are focused on the future — the warmer weather that’s 
sure to come, time in the garden and on the beach, or sipping iced tea on a patio.  
 
As we plan for tomorrow, many of  our friends and family cope with pain from emotional 
wounds that never really goes away. That’s the case for Ross Werth of  Wingham, 
who was just 11 years old when several of  his hockey teammates, including his best 
friend Jackie Rheubottom, were killed in the Listowel arena collapsed of  1959. It 
was a horrible tragedy that speaks to the resilience of  everyone who survived. We’re 
honoured to bring you the story of  Ross’s perseverance through poetry in this issue 
of  Huron-Perth Boomers (Page 16). 

Many of  us have also been affected by the pain associated with Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias, and research into those conditions is promising. We bring you an in-depth 
look at life with dementia on Page 23. Of  course, spring is also about enjoying life as 
completely as we can. Several stories in this edition of  the magazine evoke this theme 
as well. Louise Bell brings us a wonderful memoir about her travels in Southeast 
Asia (Page 4). We also connected with Stratford singer-songwriter Ali Matthews, who 
holds the record for the most Gospel Music Association Covenant awards in history, 
and continues to write as she enjoys life as a grandmother (Page 27).

Finally, we’re pleased to bring you the story of  the Huron Tract Land Trust 
Conservancy, an ambitious and community-minded group that works with local 
landowners to preserve our national heritage. Their impressive efforts are inspiring. 
Find its story on Page 10.

No matter what spring means to you, please find hope 
in the possibility of  renewal and rebirth. There is 
plenty of  rain this time of  year, but there are sunny 
skies ahead.
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TRAVELby Louise BellTRAVEL

Skyscrapers and bamboo houses. Chaotic traffic and 
quiet countryside. Temples and markets. Friendly 

people. These are all images that come to mind when I 
reflect on our vacation in Southeast Asia. The flights are 
long, but don’t let that deter you from visiting this part of  
the world. The experiences are well worth it. 

Hanoi, the capital of  Vietnam, is a bustling city to say 
the least. The preferred mode of  transportation is a 
motorcycle, and in our experience there appeared to be 
no rules to the road. Motorcycles laden with up to five 
people (a mom, a dad and three kids) weave in and out 
in a dance we didn’t understand. When crossing the 
street, you must look for a small gap in traffic, take a deep 
breath, step out and keep walking. Drivers seem to be 
able to predict movements and we saw no accidents. 

The Old Quarter of  Hanoi covers about 36 blocks, with 
each street dedicated to a different business category. 
There was a street for flower shops, one for toys, one 
for housewares, another for fabrics and even one for 
Christmas decorations. Viewing these streets from an 
open-air, six passenger electric car allowed for great views 
of  the shops, as well as the people selling their wares from 
bicycles or carts.

We happened to be in Hanoi on Dec. 22 — People’s 
Army Day, a national holiday. Thousands of  people 
were lined up to pay their respects to Ho Chi Minh, 
former president of  North Vietnam and founder of  
the Indochina Communist Party. Our guide was able 
to get tickets that allowed us to cut into the line about a 
10-minute wait from the entrance. Rules of  no photos, no 
speaking, and no hands in pockets were strictly enforced 

as we viewed ‘Uncle Ho,’ whose embalmed body is 
kept in a glass coffin in a Soviet-designed mausoleum. 

From Hanoi, our group of  12 took a three-hour drive 
north and east to the archipelago Ha Long Bay where 
we boarded a boat for a private cruise. Ha Long Bay, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, is famous for the roughly 
1,600 islands and islets that dot the bay, with a spectacular 
display of  limestone pillars. The weather was somewhat 
hazy, and as we sailed out into the bay, the unusually-
shaped landforms appeared before us. 

Upon our return to Hanoi, we boarded a plane for 
Siem Reap, Cambodia, the gateway to the magnificent 
Angkor ruins. This 400-square-kilometre UNESCO 
World Heritage Site was the centre of  the ancient Khmer 

SOUTHEAST ASIA IS A BEAUTIFUL REGION STEEPED IN 
CULTURE AND HISTORY. BY LOUISE BELL

Where mainland meets
ARCHIPELAGO

Banteay Srei is an 
ancient temple at the
Angkor Wat complex, 
in Siem Reap, Cambodia.
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TRAVELby Louise BellTRAVEL by Louise Bell

Empire, from the 9th to 15th Centuries. The best-known 
and best-preserved of  the ruins is at Angkor Wat, a huge 
Buddhist temple complex spread across more than 400 
acres that is said to be the largest religious monument in 
the world. From the entrance, it seems the temple is all 
on one level. In fact, it is on several different elevations, 
with the tower above the main shrine rising 70 feet into 
the air.

We had time over two days to visit four temples. Bayon 
in Angkor Thom has over 200 stone towers carved 
with smiling faces. Ta Prohm has been neglected for 
centuries and is being taken over by the jungle as the 
roots of  500-year-old trees envelope the buildings. The 
pink-hued stone and intricate carvings set the temple at 
Banteay Srei apart from the others. 

Siem Reap is at the north end of  the Tonle Sap, a 
freshwater lake that flows into the Mekong River. The 
water level is variable according to the season, so we flew 
to Phnom Penh, the present-day capital of  Cambodia, 
to board our river cruise. Our 36-passenger ship, one of  
the smallest river cruise ships on the river, was perfect for 
visiting small towns and villages. We were surprised on 
our first morning to find that we were anchored and tied 
to a tree on the riverbank. We scampered up the bank 
and onto ox carts to visit a local farmer and his family in 
the rural Kampong Tralach District. 

Whenever possible, we employed unique methods of  
transportation that allowed us to interact with the locals 
and have a more leisurely ride to our destination, with 
time to take in the scenery. In Phnom Penh, we took 
cyclos (single-passenger rickshaws powered by  high-
seat bicycles) to visit the Royal Palace complex and the 
National Museum of  Cambodia. The Royal Palace is 
a gilded building that houses the three royal thrones — 
the coronation throne, the king’s throne and the Queen 
Mother’s throne. The Silver Pagoda, also located in 
the complex, is aptly named for the five tons of  silver 
that cover the floor. It houses several elaborate statues, 
including the Emerald Buddha.

One of  the reasons we visited Vietnam and Cambodia 
was to develop an understanding of  their troubled 
history. While we were in Phnom Penh, we learned about 
the atrocities of  the Khmer Rouge, a radical Communist 
movement during the 1970s responsible for the death of  

as many as two million people, including children.
Tuol Sleng, codenamed S-21, was a school-turned-prison 
where at least 12,000 people were tortured and killed. 
The prisoners often made up stories and falsely accused 
others just to stop the torture. Only 15 of  the prisoners 
held at Tuol Sleng are said to have survived. Most of  the 
prisoners were eventually sent to Choeung Ek, one of  
several sites known as the Killing Fields. 

While we were in Vietnam, we ventured from Ho Chi 
Minh City (formerly Saigon) to the Cu Chi Tunnels, a 
network of  250 kilometres of  tunnels soldiers used during 
wars against the French and Americans. Some of  the 
tunnels have been adapted for visits by tourists with steps 
leading down into the them. The earth is a very heavy 
clay. There is no shoring in the tunnels, so some have 
collapsed during heavy rainfall. 

The tunnels have been enlarged so that tourists can fit in 
(but were originally 120 centimetres by 80 centimetres). 

Without a guide it would be impossible to find one’s way. 
There were a few lights in some sections of  the tunnels, 
but others were inky black and bat-infested. Hospitals, 
storage rooms and living quarters were incorporated into 
them. The cooking and dining areas were camouflaged 

Ha Long Bay, in northern 
Vietnam, is a world-famous 
archipelago.

Trees have spent centuries 
overtaking the Ta Prohm temple.



TRAVEL by Louise Bell

above ground. Our guide showed us how they disappeared 
into the ground and we had the opportunity to go in an 
original entrance.

Our tour provided us with many opportunities for cultural 
experiences and for interacting with the people. In 
Hanoi, we attended a water puppet show. Our Christmas 
dinner was a Cambodian dinner at a theatre where we 
enjoyed a private aspara dance performance. At Wat 
Hanchey, we visited a Buddhist monastery and received 
a water blessing. In Ho Chi Minh City, we attended a 
cooking school and made our own lunch of  traditional 
Vietnamese food. 

We spent some one-on-one time with children in an 
English classroom, listening to them read and asking 
them about their lives and answering questions about 
ours. A Viet Cong veteran, who was a medic during the 
war, welcomed us to his home, where he operates the 
local pharmacy. A Franciscan monk, who is also a doctor, 
told us about his work treating leprosy. 

We visited homes where silversmiths create pieces 
that are exported internationally, where they weave 
traditional conical hats, where they make incense sticks 
from bamboo, where they dye yarn and weave scarves, 
and where they craft small boats called sampans. 

The last stop on our trip was in Thailand. The opulence 
of  the buildings in Bangkok is stunning. At the Wat Pho 
Buddhist temple complex we saw the Reclining Buddha, 
which is 15 metres tall and 46 metres long and covered 
in gold leaf. 

Our final adventure was a visit to a floating market 
outside of  Bangkok. We travelled by van part way and 
then got on a long tail boat to travel along the canals to 
Damnoen Saduak Floating Market. Stalls lined the river’s 
edge while boats selling all manner of  goods and food 
jockeyed with the tourist boats for a position along the 
embankment. We were able to purchase some interesting 
last-minute gifts and souvenirs before our flight back to 
Canada. 

Louise Bell is a travel consultant at Stonetown Travel in St. Marys 
and the author of  ‘Where to Next?’ When she is not planning 
vacations for others, she is taking groups on adventures around the 
world. Learn more at www.stonetowntravel.com.

The Cu Chi Tunnels, near 
Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), 
were used in wars against 
the French and Americans.
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by Ben ForrestCOMMUNITY

No one knew if  it could happen, or would happen, but for years the 
predominantly Boomer-aged volunteers who populate the Bayfield River 

Valley Trail Association (BRVTA) had their minds set on acquiring a patch of  
land known as the Bayfield River Flats. In their estimation, the bucolic 4.75-
acre property under the Bayfield Bridge had been undervalued and underused 
for decades. Its banks are prime destinations for anglers and its waters are fish 
spawning grounds, according to Dave Gillians, a retired banker, local historian 
and BRVTA member who lives in Bayfield. But the property was also strewn 
with garbage, boat cradles and metal equipment, he said. And so the group 
waited, hoping the land would become available. Finally, it did. The owner of  
the property was ready to sell, and the trail association had about two months to 
come up with the money before it went on the public market.

“The opportunity was never going to happen again,” 
Dave said. “So it was easy to recruit fundraisers and 
enthusiastic supporters for something that’s so obvious — 
it’s going to be valuable for future generations.” 

Still, he was taken aback by the community’s response. 
Almost immediately, the small village of  about 1,100 
people summoned a fundraising team and launched a 
GoFundMe page. Within three weeks, they had raised 
$70,000 — enough to buy the property and turn it 
over to the Huron Tract Land Trust Conservancy to be 
preserved in perpetuity for future generations. 

“I just couldn’t believe what had happened,” Dave said. 
“It’s one of  those magical fundraising events that will 
probably never be repeated… they were more passionate 
than I envisioned.” 

Bayfield River Flats is one of  four properties donated to 
the Conservancy since the community-based non-profit 
organization launched in 2011. This is one of  40 Ontario 
land trusts dedicated to preserving donated properties 
from private landowners and community groups, with the 
goal of  protecting water quality, improving forest cover 
and ensuring other environmental features are preserved.

Land is often donated in memory of  family members who 
nurtured a property — such as a portion of  a farm — 
and wanted to ensure its ecology is preserved for future 
generations. 

“Many communities in Ontario are struggling with the 
continued loss of  their natural environment, be it a lack 
of  forest, wetlands, or wildlife,” said Roger Lewington, 

chairperson of  the Conservancy. “Many landowners are 
concerned about the future of  their property that they have 
loved and nurtured. They are looking for opportunities to 
ensure their land is preserved.”

Some donors see a land bequest as an effective way to 
leave a lasting legacy. In this case, the local land trust is the 
steward of  donated lands within the historic Huron Tract, 
which includes the modern-day counties of  Huron, Perth, 
Middlesex and Lambton. The original Huron Tract was 
a one-million-acre area bought and administrated by the 
Canada Company, a British land development company 
acting with approval of  the British government, in the 
1830s.

Preserving 
the Huron Tract

LAND TRUST CONSERVANCY IS PRESERVING DONATED LAND 
IN THE HURON TRACT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

BY BEN FORREST

COMMUNITY

A historical photo of the Bayfield Fish Reel. Several 
heritage interpretive signs have been added to the 
property, including a fishing net drying reel.
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Along with Bayfield River Flats, the local land conservancy 
preserves natural areas at Woodburne Farm near Goderich 
(donated by Ilse Elliott and her late husband William), 
on the Mayhew Tract near Holmesville (donated by the 
Mayhew family in memory of  Jack and Iris Mayhew) and 
on the Heaman Tract near Ailsa Craig (donated by Janet 
Heaman in memory of  Jack Heaman). 

“I adore this place, just like my husband did,” said Ilse, 
about Woodburne Farm. “We loved it very, very much… 
we have to give this to people that enjoy it just like we did, 
and that is the main part. That’s why we loved it. That’s 
how we enjoyed it. And other people should also enjoy it.” 

Ilse grew up in Prague and her husband Bill was born 
in Edinburgh, Scotland. Bill became an orphan and 
arrived in Canada with just 10 pence in his pocket, she 
said. They owned Woodburne Farm for more than 60 
years and donated a 67-acre portion of  it to the land trust 
conservancy with the hope it will be turned into a park. 

The Mayhew Tract near Holmesville is a tribute to 
two conscientious farmers who had an interest in 
environmental sustainability, often planting trees on 
portions of  their land that were less productive than 
others. 

by Ben Forrest COMMUNITY

“They recognized that some of  these changes need to be 
made,” said Greg Mayhew, son of  Jack and Iris. “They 
recognized that things have to be done in a sustainable 
fashion. You can’t just take and take (from the land) 
forever, and we have to work with the environment.”  

The Mayhew Tract is a 10-acre plot near the main 
farm — a bush lot and partial wetland, with cedar trees 
planted out front. “We used to go in there all the time 
as kids,” said Greg. “We’d go back in there and cut trees 
for firewood and that type of  stuff… I’d like to just see it 
remain as a naturalization area, as much as anything.”

In the event of  a land bequest, land conservancies work 
with donors to develop conservation plans, in keeping 
with the donor’s vision for the property. After the property 
transfer, the land trust is permanently responsible for its 
preservation. Donors can also leave financial gifts that 
can be used to buy important environmental areas and 
protect their natural features.A historical illustration of Thomson’s Mill, circa 1890, in the land known today as Bayfield River Flats. Photo by HTLTC

Kate Monk, left, staff advisor to Huron Tract Land Trust 
Conservancy (HTLTC), sits with Woodburne Farm donor 
Ilse Elliott. Photo by HTLTC

Lasting Legacy
the Promise of Tomorrow
Ordinary people show Extraordinary generosity by 
leaving legacy gifts to our hospital in their wills

‘Ask about our 10 Year Impact Funds’
SGHFOUNDATION.ORG

519.272.8210  EXT. 2626
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by Ben ForrestCOMMUNITY

Ontario’s land trusts say they have helped protect more 
than 85,000 acres of  significant natural lands and sensitive 
wildlife habitat across the province. 

As for Dave Gillians and the industrious Bayfield group 
that acquired the River Flats, they quickly set about 
improving the property. They added trails, closed off 
vehicle access to the riverbank to prevent erosion, and 
added a 20-car parking lot. They also planted trees and 
butterfly gardens. A provincial construction project calls 
for adding a walkway under the bridge so people can 
avoid crossing Hwy. 21 to reach the River Flats. 

“We’ve got the vision of  what we want it to be,” Dave 
said. “It’s a public space, and it doesn’t cost anything to 
use it. It’s natural parkland on a on a beautiful river that’s 
accessible to the community. It’s going to be right in the 
centre of  the community as we grow.” 

The Bayfield group also raised enough money to fund 
property maintenance for the foreseeable future, and 
volunteers from the trail association will be spearheading 
its upkeep in the near term. “We received contributions 
from the U.S. and all over the place — people that we 

never imagined had a love for Bayfield,” Dave said. “We 
were just delighted by the response of  the community 
and people that love the community. 

“That was the surprise, the delight, and that carries you 
for years. It also frightens you a little bit because we know 
that people are watching. It’s not like a municipality 
owning a property. A quarter of  the population [of  the 
village] contributed to the purchase, including the Girl 
Guides in front of  [the local grocery store] selling hot 
dogs. So people are emotionally invested in that property.” 

More information about the Huron Tract Land Trust 
Conservancy is available by calling 1-888-286-2610 or by 
visiting htltc.ca.

Editor’s note: Quotations from land donors in this article are 
transcribed, with permission of  the Huron Tract Land Trust 
Conservancy, from commissioned interviews with Judy Maddren of  
soundportraits.ca.

Ben Forrest is editor of  Huron-Perth Boomers. He lives and works 
in Exeter, Ont.

Volunteers of the Bayfield River Trail Association at the entrance to Bayfield River Flats. Photo by Adriaan Schreuder
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by Ben Forrest

Now, the place was nearly empty and relatively quiet. 
Norm Stirling, the Listowel hockey coach, put the players 
through drills to help him decide who would play in the 
Young Canada PeeWee Hockey Tournament in Goderich 
over Spring Break.

“It was just normal,” said Ross Werth, 72, one of  the 
players hoping to make the team that day.

As Werth’s line came off the ice, he asked if  he could 
grab a drink of  water, which was out of  character as he’d 
rarely asked for water before. Long before the days of  
water bottles on the bench, Werth rushed toward the 
door. Just as he began to exit the ice surface, he heard 
the “crack from hell,” as he later called it. Others who 
heard the noise said it was like the sound of  a garage 
door banging shut. Under the weight of  heavy snow, the 
arena’s exterior walls collapsed outward, and the roof  fell 
onto the ice surface. 

“I had my back to it when it fell,” Werth said. “I had 
nothing to look at until I turned around.” 

He remembers falling to the ice and removing pieces 
of  splintered wood from his legs. He moved over the 
debris toward the net to help Gerry McLeod, the team’s 
goaltender, and they exited the ice surface together and 
waited in a section of  the arena that was still standing. 

On the ice surface, seven of  their teammates, including 
Werth’s best friend Jackie Rheubottom, as well as Ken 
McLeod, the town’s recreation director, were trapped 
under piles of  fallen wooden beams, ice and snow.

Werth, 11 at the time, later found out they had died almost 
instantly. All of  the players were between the ages of  10 
and 12 and McLeod was just 37, a husband and father of  
four. Werth’s father, Ken came to pick him up and, when 
they got home, the youngster went to his bedroom and 
stayed there the rest of  the day. No one came in to talk 

LISTOWEL’S 
DARKEST DAY
THE ARENA COLLAPSE IN 1959 THAT TOOK THE LIVES OF EIGHT 
PEOPLE AND SHOOK THE COMMUNITY IS STILL VIVID TO THOSE 
WHO SURVIVED. BY BEN FORREST

The coach and boys we lost that day
That fateful day in fifty-nine

For family, friends and all we pray
To cherish their memories in our minds

— Ross Werth, “Fifty-Nine” 

At 9 a.m. on a damp, misty Saturday in 
February 1959, about 20 PeeWee hockey 

players took to the ice at Listowel Memorial 
Arena and began carving its surface with their 
skates. Steady rain added weight to a pile of  snow 
on the arched roof, which had sheltered as many 
as 700 people for an ice carnival the night before. 
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operates Mon–Fri, from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Closed on statutory holidays. Drop-ins 
and community organizations welcome! www.brucepower.com/visit

Learn 
how we 
make 
clean 
energy.

3394 Bruce Road 20, north of Tiverton, west of Highway 21. T: (519) 361-7777

Wonder. Explore. Discover.
Open year round.

Nuclear energy 

is a carbon-free 

energy source

Did you know?

HISTORY HISTORY

In the aftermath of  the Listowel 
arena collapse in 1959, support 
poured in from across the country. 
Photo courtesy of  Listowel Banner
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about what had happened. He doesn’t remember ever 
having a meaningful conversation about the incident with 
his parents in the years that followed. 

“Back then, nobody talked about it,” he said. “Today 
you’d have someone to talk to — to talk through it — but 
it was just something we didn’t talk about. I didn’t know 
my friend had died until — likely that night, or the next 
day.” 

Let our hearts feel some content 
As the years repair the seams

- Ross Werth, “Monuments”

Listowel’s darkest day

Most who remember February 28, 1959, think of  it as 
Listowel’s darkest day. The tragedy that claimed seven 
young hockey players and one young father made 
international headlines, not unlike the Humboldt Broncos 
bus crash in Saskatchewan in 2018. It was also painful for 
the survivors, and for decades they endured it in silence. 

A reporter at The Record newspaper in Kitchener-Waterloo 
noted that 40 years after the tragedy, a plaque at the arena 
and stained glass windows at a local church were the only 
memorials. That changed in 1999, when Peter Leppard 

HISTORY by Ben Forrest

The municipality has announced plans to demolish Listowel Memorial Arena. Photo by Ben Forrest
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Maritimes Discovery      14 Days  
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during this wonderful east coast experience! As we 
journey through Quebec City, Halifax, Sydney, Cape 
Breton Island, Charlottetown & Fredericton marvel 
at natures’ landscapes.  Learn how to fish for Lobster 
during a boat cruise, visit Peggy’s Cove, the Cabot 
Trail, Fundy National Park and Anne of Green Gables 
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our travels will leave you in awe 
of our Canadian Heritage!! 
Twin per person $4,039.00 
CDN (incl. 499.18 HST) 
**Surcharge $60.00 June 27 
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Newfoundland & New England         13 Days 
Cruise from Boston to Quebec City 
Departs Sep 6 – The ms 
Zuiderdam hosts us as we 
travel the east coast!  
Incredible opportunities to 
discover history, indulge in 
delectable cuisine and wonder 

in awe at magnificent vista’s both on and off this 
Vista class ship. Visit the Citadel in Halifax, imagine 
life over 1000 years ago at a Viking Village or explore 
one of the oldest communities in North America. Our 
journey presents us with magnificent stories and 
unique encounters creating  
memories of a lifetime. Twin per 
person $4,439.00 CDN (incl. 663.49 
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Balcony upgrades available 
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Welcome Home.
RETIREMENT LIVING

In a world full of choices, 
no decision is more 

important than the place 
we choose to call home.

• “Care Your Way” - comfortable balance 
to meet your needs

• Relaxed dining atmosphere
• Daily activity and recreation programs
• Respite Care & Guest Suites available 

FREE 
workshops available across HURON-PERTH

TAKE CHARGE OF
YOUR HEALTH
You can do it. We can help.

To register for a workshop:

1.855.463.5692
www.swselfmanagement.ca
info@swselfmanagement.ca

Are you a caregiver?
Do you live with chronic pain?
Do you live with a chronic condition?

If so, there are tools that can help. Search our 
workshop listings to find the workshop that's 
the best fit for you!

TOPICS INCLUDE:

*Dealing with di�cult emotions
*Communicating with loved ones and care providers
*Managing pain and fatigue
*Using Action Plans
*dealing with stress
And more...
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on our upcoming group trips
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Even the best retirement planning may 
not address the unexpected. If you own 
your own home I can help you prepare 
financially for life’s unforeseen expenses.

Offices in Stratford, Seaforth & Exeter
Erin K. Mutch Mortgage Broker

emutch@dominionlending.ca

by Ben Forrest HISTORY

and Keith Bender organized an event to recognize the 
40th anniversary of  the tragedy. 

The town installed a stone monument and memory 
garden outside the local library, and the names of  every 
person who died that day — Jackie Rheubottom, Kenny 
Hymers, Jimmy Hastings, Keith Wight, Barry Smith, 
Ricky Kaufman, Bryan Seehaver and Ken McLeod — 
are etched into the monument’s jet-black surface. 

A glass case in Listowel’s new recreation 
facility, the Steve Kerr Memorial 
Complex, has dozens of  artifacts from 
the tragedy, including telegrams of  
condolence from then-Prime Minister 
John Diefenbaker and Conn Smythe 
of  the Toronto Maple Leafs, who 
offered to pay for the funerals.

Inside the new arena, a banner bearing 
the names of  those who died hangs on 
a wall overlooking the ice surface. But 
at the time it happened, the tragedy 
simply wasn’t discussed. 

“People ate their grief,” Leppard told 
The Record in 2000. “It was just put 
away. I think all of  us have long-lasting 
psychological effects.” 

And so for years, Werth kept his 
feelings bottled up. He grew up and 
married Brenda, now his wife of  46 
years. They moved to Wingham, where 

he managed a wholesale automotive 
business before retiring in 2013. They 

have two daughters and four grandchildren. They love to 
travel and cherish time spent with their family.

When he was 19, Werth began writing poetry. His verses 
were simple and accessible, drawing inspiration from 
Robert Frost and Leonard Cohen. He wrote for catharsis, 
and to mark significant life events, like the birth of  his 
children, or to make Brenda smile. He wrote about their 

travels and his first new car, a shiny 1967 Chevrolet 
Camaro he still owns. 

Along the way, Werth tried to articulate his thoughts 
about the tragedy, but the words never sounded right. 
Then, around the 40th anniversary, the verses finally 
began to flow. 

Friends we hardly got to know 
Who never got a chance to grow 

The sudden loss and tragedy
Show just how fragile life can be

— Ross Werth, “Fifty-Nine” 

Several other poems about the tragedy followed. 
They were his way of  processing it, but also a way of  
memorializing his friends. In 2017, Werth published the 
poems — along with many others about unrelated events 
— in a book-length collection called 59. 

“I always had the words,” said Werth, whose voice still 

quivers when he speaks about the tragedy. “I just couldn’t 
put them together right and say what I wanted to say. 

“And I don’t know. It just happened to come together.”

I went to see my friends we lost
And pray to God he’s kept them well

— Ross Werth, “A Glance Behind”

In November 2019, the municipal council of  North 
Perth voted unanimously to demolish Listowel Memorial 
Arena. 

Their decision followed months of  speculation and 
discussion, including a lengthy consultation process with 
local groups and with municipal staff. 

Werth followed those discussions and was saddened by 
the outcome — although not surprised. His personal 
connection to the arena is still strong.

Brenda and Ross Werth sit in the kitchen of their home in Wingham. Ross grew 
up in Listowel and is a survivor of the arena collapse. Photo by Ben Forrest
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“I feel abandoned by this decision,” he said. “The wheels 
of  progress rarely slow down or stop for anything as 
insignificant as feelings or memories. Once it is gone, next 
generations won’t know there was an arena on that site.”

This is a major concern among the generation of  men 
and women who lived through Listowel’s darkest day, 
although there are reportedly plans to erect a memorial 
to the 1959 tragedy on the old arena grounds. 

Werth hopes his poetry, and the efforts of  other survivors 
and their families, will ensure the memory of  those who 
died is never lost. 

“When the day comes, year after year, people get farther 
away from it because the only people that relate to it 
personally are the people that are older,” Werth said. 
“So hopefully it’s passed down. Hopefully my book, if  
younger people read it… they won’t know what we went 
through, but they can appreciate more what happened 
that day.” 

Tucked around and between poems about his children, 
about his grandkids, his parents, about Brenda and other 
people and things dear to him, there is an earnest attempt 
to work through his grief. 

“I hope my book informs people a little bit,” said Werth. 
“At least they can take it as a stepping stone and go and 
ask someone or find out about that tragic day. 

“If  they are like me, they don’t talk about it unless they’re 
asked.” 

Top left: A banner honouring those who died hangs in the 
new Steve Kerr Memorial Complex. Left: A stone memorial 
engraved with the names and images of all those who 
died in the arena collapse sits outside the town library 
building. Photos by Ben Forrest

I have had the pleasure to work with individuals 
with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias, 

and their care partners, for more than a decade. 
In this time, I have seen an incredible growth in 
the overall knowledge of  our community regarding 
this disease. With Grey, Bruce, Huron and Perth 
counties all having more adults over age 65 than 
the provincial and national averages (Grey/Bruce is 
almost 50 per cent higher), I thought it important 
to share information I am asked about almost daily. 
The more knowledge we have, the better we can 
help our family, friends and neighbours, and we can 
also fight the stigmas that still exist today.

What is Alzheimer’s disease and how is it 
different from dementia?
While many people think of  Alzheimer’s disease as 
a fairly recent diagnostic discovery, it was actually 
first discovered by Dr. Alois Alzheimer in 1906. 
While it was discovered more than 100 years ago, 
we still have a great deal to learn. What we do know 
is that dementia is a general term used to describe 
a group of  symptoms such as memory loss, change 
of  cognitive functioning, behavioural changes and 
social abilities. 

Dementia is not a specific disease itself.  Alzheimer’s 
disease is the most common form of  dementia, and 
is characterized by two hallmarks — plaques and 
tangles. Plaques are microscopic and dense clusters 
of  a protein called beta amyloid (A-beta), and are 
scattered throughout the brain. These clusters 
prevent signals from being transferred between 
nerve cells in the brain, and ultimately cause nerve 
cells to die. Tangles are fibrous clumps inside nerve 
cells, eventually “choking” the living cells. When 
these cells degenerate and die, the brain shrinks 
in some areas. Some of  the other more common 
forms of  dementia include vascular dementia, 
mixed dementia, dementia with Lewy bodies, and 
frontotemporal dementia

Is dementia a normal part of  aging?
No! While 40 per cent of  people aged 65 and older 
will experience memory loss, this is known as ‘age-
associated memory impairment,’ which is a part of  
the normal aging process. Alzheimer’s disease and 
other dementias are not a normal part of  aging. 

ALZHEIMER’S 
DISEASE

AND OTHER
DEMENTIAS
EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO 

KNOW, BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK
BY STEPHEN MUSEHL
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CONNECT HEARING – HEARING STUDY UPDATE SEPT 2019
7.13” × 4.69" 02/11/20

FILE NAME: Connect-Hearing_Hearing-Study_Q3
DATE: 02/11/20

PROFILE: CYAN  MAGENTA  YELLOW  BLACK

Help the University of Guelph improve 
hearing healthcare across Canada.
Connect Hearing and Professor Mark Fenske at the University of Guelph are seeking 
participants who are over 50 years of age, have never worn hearing aids and have not 
had a hearing test in the last 24 months, for a hearing study that investigates factors 
that can influence better hearing.

Study Parameters  
The researchers will examine listening 
in a range of situations, from one-
on-one, to group conversations, 
watching TV and wider social contexts 
like supermarkets and other noisy 
environments, and how it effects 
connection and socialization.

Why Participate?  
It is estimated that 46% of people aged  
45 to 87 have some degree of hearing 
loss, but most do not seek a solution 
right away. In this study you’ll be playing 
an important part in determining the 
key factors around identifying hearing 
loss and what influences the decision to 
seek treatment.

Participants will be significantly 
adding to growing knowledge 
surrounding hearing loss. 

*Wingfield, A., Tun, P. A., & McCoy, S. L. (2005). Hearing Loss in Older Adulthood: What It Is and How It Interacts With Cognitive Performance. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 14(3), 144–148. † Study participants must be over 50 years of age and have never worn hearing aids. No fees and no purchase necessary.  1. Cruickshanks, K. L., Wiley, T. L., Tweed, T. S., Klein, 
B. E. K., Klein, R, Mares-Perlman, J. A., & Nondahl, D. M. (1998). Prevalence of Hearing Loss in Older Adults in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin: The Epidemiology of Hearing Loss Study. Am. J. Epidemiol. 148 (9), 879-886. 2. National Institutes of Health. (2010). 

You can register to be part of this groundbreaking new hearing study  
by calling 1.888.242.4892 or visiting connecthearing.ca/hearing-study

HEALTH & WELLNESSby Stephen Musehl

Some differences could include not being able to recall the 
name of  an acquaintance vs not being able to remember 
the names of  family members. Another difference could 
be that with normal aging, you are worried about your 
memory and your relatives are not, while with dementia, 
your relatives are worried about your memory, but you 
are not. If  you or your family are worried, you should talk 
to your family doctor or contact the Alzheimer Society.

How common is dementia?
• 564,000 Canadians and nearly 50 million people 

around the world live with dementia.
• Grey/Bruce, Huron and Perth Alzheimer societies 

help more than 3,000 families a year.
• 65 per cent diagnosed over age 65 are women.

Getting a diagnosis
Many people delay or don’t bother to get a diagnosis, 
but there are many reasons to take this important step. 
Often, symptoms indicate a reversible dementia and 
not Alzheimer’s disease. While there is no single test to 
determine Alzheimer’s disease, the diagnostic process 
uses medical history, a physical exam, lab tests and 
cognitive tests. The caregiver can be instrumental in 
helping with a proper diagnostic as well, and whenever 
possible, we encourage the support of  a loved one to 
attend with the person looking for a diagnosis. In Grey, 
Bruce, Huron and Perth, we are very lucky to have 
several specialized memory clinics that have amazing  
inter-professional teams to help diagnose and monitor the 
disease progression. 

If  somebody is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease or 
another non-reversible dementia, there is much that can 
be done to help. 

What can be done to help after diagnosis?
While there is no cure for Alzheimer’s disease, there are 
still many important reasons not to avoid a diagnosis, and 
to find resources to help you.

First and foremost, being able to understand the disease 
early is important, so that you can participate in your 
health care and personal decisions, as well as future plans. 
There are several medications approved for treating 
Alzheimer’s disease that improve quality of  life for some. 
And while medications don’t work for everyone, treatment 
is usually most effective when started early. 

For many, the disease will require assistance in many daily 
activities. Research has shown that connecting to your 
local Alzheimer Society and participating in a Memory 
Clinic will enable you to stay in your home and your 
community for much longer than people who do not. 
Thousands of  people across Grey, Bruce, Huron and 
Perth have found ways to live well with dementia.

If  I can’t cure dementia, can I prevent it?
Maybe. There are no guarantees, but several promising 
studies have shown that a healthy lifestyle can help reduce 
your risk. While some people living extremely healthy 
lifestyles can still get Alzheimer’s disease, the following 
have shown to affect risk:
• High cholesterol, high blood pressure, diabetes and 

obesity — all major risk factors in cardiovascular 
disease — are also major risks in Alzheimer’s disease 
and vascular dementia. 

• Studies have shown that smokers are at a 45 per 
cent higher risk of  developing Alzheimer’s than 
non-smokers. The increased risk can be reversed by 
quitting smoking.

• Being physically active, drinking alcohol moderately 
or not at all, being socially active and eating a healthy 
diet have been shown time and again to reduce the 
risk of  Alzheimer’s and other dementias.  

For more information on preventative measures, please 
reach out to your local Alzheimer Society. 

I need help!
Throughout the journeys of  individuals with dementia 
and their care partners, help will be needed. Nobody 
can, or should, fight this disease alone. There are many 
supports available to help in your local community, and I 
will list just a few:

• Connect with your local Alzheimer Society. They 
have dementia-specific programs and resources. 
A ‘First Link Navigator’ will help you navigate our 
complex health care system and services where 
and when you need them. All local societies have 
exercise and recreation programs, support groups, 
counselling, education and more. 

• Home and Community Care. While our health 
care system is evolving, personal care in the home is 
currently provided by Home and Community Care. 
While some resources are scarce, this is an important 
place to start.

• Community support services. There are so many great 
community support services in our four counties. 
This includes day-away programs, volunteer and 
accessible transportation, Meals on Wheels, frozen 
meals, friendly visiting programs, housekeeping, 
caregiver supports and overnight respite. Your 
Alzheimer Society contact will know how to connect 
you to these services.

• Regular memory clinic or primary care check-ups. 
Staying connected to your primary care physician 
and/or memory clinic team is essential for monitoring 
and adjusting.

In a perfect world, these supports would be ready and 
waiting when needed, but there is unfortunately a waitlist 
for many of  these services. Because of  this, I think the 
best thing you can do to get help is to connect with your 
family, friends and local social groups. 

Let them know of  your diagnosis. Invite them to an 
education session about the disease and things that can 

be done to support you and your family. Many people are 
willing to help, but they just don’t know how. Sharing your 
diagnosis may be extremely difficult (and the Alzheimer 
Society can help you through this process), but the reward 
of  having this support will help you for many years to 
come. 

How can I help others with dementia?
There are initiatives happening at every level across 
Canada. In 2019, the federal government released 
a national dementia strategy focusing on preventing 
dementia, advancing therapies, finding a cure and 
improving the quality of  life for those living with dementia 
and their caregivers. 

In Ontario, a large-scale dementia strategy continues 
to evolve today, with a focus on day-away programs, 
the Alzheimer Society’s First Link Navigation, 
caregiver self-management and education courses, 
Behavioural Supports Ontario investments and more.   
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One life...
live it with style

HEALTH & WELLNESS LOCAL SPOTLIGHT

Every town has its bright stars. And with Stratford 
being full of  them — with its four glorious theatres 

and the Stratford Summer Music Festival — it is hard 
to throw a stone and not have it touch someone with 
incredible talent. Ali Matthews is one of  Stratford’s 
glittering folk, with a songbird voice that’s winning 
truckloads of  impressive awards.

Ali, who is nudging up close to her mid-50s, has a 
growing collection of  international recording awards on 
her mantel. She holds the Gospel Music Association of  
Canada’s record as the artist with the most awards with 
23 GMA Covenant awards and 54 nominations. This 
includes five nominations for the upcoming 2020 awards.

On top of  that, Ali is a two-time winner of  The Word 

ALI 
MATTHEWS

MEET STRATFORD’S 
MULTIPLE AWARD-WINNING 
RECORDING ARTIST 
AND A HAPPY GRANDMOTHER 
BY ELIZABETH BUNDY-COOPER

Locally, the societies in Grey, Bruce, Huron and Perth 
continue to work hard to expand our programs and help 
serve the people in our communities. To help us, there are 
many opportunities. 

You can volunteer at one of  the programs or events, 
educate yourself  and others about dementia, start 
a dementia-friendly initiative in your community or 
workplace, or help raise funds that stay local. Our IG 
Walk for Alzheimer’s raises both funds and awareness, so 
please join us in May!

For more information, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to the Alzheimer Society of  Huron at 519-482-
1482 and admin@alzheimerhuron.on.ca, or the 
Alzheimer Society of  Perth at 519-418-1911 and info@
alzheimerperthcounty.com.

Stephen Musehl is executive director of  the Alzheimer Society of  
Grey-Bruce.
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Guild Canadian Writers Award for song lyrics, and was 
named Woman of  the Year in Stratford in 2005 in the 
arts category. She needs a bigger mantel!

Somewhere in the middle of  it all she’s raised two 
children, endured a divorce, became a grandmother, is a 
philanthropist, and performs across the country.

Allison Brown was born and raised north of  Toronto. 
Little did she know her fortune of  attending a private 
school with an orchestra probably kick-started her love of  
music. When her Grade 3 teacher asked what instrument 
she wanted to play, young Ali blurted out “flute” – when 
she actually meant the clarinet! She played the flute for 
10 years.

As a middle child of  three, she also learned to play the 
piano and sang in school and church choirs. But it was 
when Ali went to summer camp she picked up the guitar 
and started singing solo.

“I sang You Light Up My Life by Debbie Boone around the 

campfire because it was on the radio at the time,” she 
recalled. 

“It was cool for teenagers to play the guitar in the ’70s. 
My friend said, ‘Wow — you can sing!’” she laughed. “I 
never thought I was a soloist until then.”

After high school, Ali went to the University of  Western 
Ontario, where she studied English and Drama. It wasn’t 
a surprise, given her music-infused youth, that she carried 
on making a career out of  it. But not at first.

Ali and her husband, who was a pastor, and their two 
children, lived in Newmarket, Ont., where she worked 
at a law office. They wanted to raise their children in 
a smaller town, and so made the leap from a bustling 
centre to sleepy Lucan in the late-90s. Ali thought the 
move would be the launching pad she needed to start her 
recording career. 

Her first recording of  original music was released in 
2000, an album called Patchwork.  

“It was very exciting to complete my first project,” she 
said, as we sat in the great room of  her century home 
in Stratford, the city she moved to in 2002. “I think I 
pressed and sold a couple of  thousand, but that’s it. So it’s 
a collector’s item now!”

Her second project was a Christmas album titled On 
Angels’ Wings, which increased her fan base. Interestingly, 
this album finished production on Sept. 11, 2001, the 
day of  the infamous terrorist attacks in the U.S. Yet, 
this recording has sold more than all of  her other seven 
albums put together! And it was because of  the success of  
this one that she recorded a second Christmas album in 
2008 — people were asking for it. 

Looking For Christmas includes traditional songs, as well 
as some of  her originals. Ali was the first in Canada to 

by Elizabeth Bundy-Cooper

“Just because you are over 50 
does not mean you are not 
relevant anymore.”

Ali Matthews of  Stratford has the record for 
Gospel Music Association Covenant awards – 23 
awards and 54 nominations, and counting.

LOCAL SPOTLIGHTby Elizabeth Bundy-Cooper

record the Christmas classic Mary Did You Know, with 
lyrics by Mark Lowry, a former singer for the Grammy 
Award-winning Gaither Vocal Band.

Ali’s next album, released in 2004, was the turning 
point in her career. Where You Remain was gospel-based, 
with some old hymns and a few originals. She thought 
she would enter it into the Gospel Music Association 
Awards competition, and the decision paid off. It won 
Inspirational Album of  the Year and her song Hunger 
Mountain won Country/Bluegrass Song of  the Year.

“I had no idea about those awards and before I knew it, I 
kept winning them!”

Ali never aspired to make her career in the gospel music 
industry, but as she told me, some roads choose you.  

“This simple recording got so much attention. People 
really liked it and were actually buying it,” she said, wide-
eyed. “Fans tell me it is the CD they play to lull their 
children to sleep. I still get emails about it!”

Many songwriters get asked how they find inspiration. 
Ali loves when people hear one of  her songs and think, 
“That’s how I feel too!”
 
“When this happens, it’s magic — and it’s my favourite 
part of  my job,” she said. “I love when songs become 
transcendent and connect us as human beings.”

Seven albums after her debut, and a move to Stratford to 
be closer to her recording studio and producer/musician 
Rick Francis, Ali is just as busy now as she was in her 30s 
as a young mother. She tours and performs live in concert 
all over the country. Her daughter Jo recently had a baby 
girl, Zoey, and she spends much of  her time flying back 
and forth to Atlanta, where they live. 

“Being a grandma is not something I thought I was ready 
for, but when Zoey arrived, it was love at first sight,” 
admitted Matthews, as her voice softened. “Nobody 
could have prepared me for how much joy one little baby 
could bring into a family. We are all smitten.”

Ali is embracing her middle-aged self  with grace and 
enthusiasm.

“Just because you are over 50 does not mean you are not 
relevant anymore,” Ali said, as we sipped on our second 
cup of  tea. She referred to Jann Arden, Sarah McLachlan 
and Bonnie Raitt, who are all 50-plus, still current and 
touring. And many of  these female singers excel in 
storytelling on the stage as much as being incredible 
singers.

“It’s a relief  to be older now,” Ali said. “When I started 
my career, I was in my early-30s and I felt pressure to 
be an entertainer. Now I want to engage rather than 
entertain.”

Juno Award winner and Grammy nominee Loreena 
McKennitt, who also lives in Stratford, described Ali 
as having a, “Passionate and soothing voice… musical 
arrangements fresh, and beautifully integrated.”

The London Free Press reviewed Ali’s live concert with the 
quote, “Songbird Ali Matthews… there’s star-power in 
Stratford beyond the Festival’s stage.”

One of  the greatest joys of  her career, she said, has been 
her 10-year partnership with World Vision Canada. 
At her concerts, Ali encourages audience members to 
sponsor a child from a developing country. It only costs a 
dollar and change per day, and is a powerful way to bring 
some light into a dark and hurting world.
 
“I have been so blessed to see thousands of  children’s lives 
transformed through sponsorship sign-ups at my concerts. 
This has given my music a richer, deeper purpose, far 
greater than just entertainment,” she said.

I asked Ali how she measures success. Without hesitation, 
she replied, “It is not by the sales of  my music or how 
many people buy tickets to my concerts. It is how well 
I connect to people through my music. Music connects 
strangers.” 

Elizabeth Bundy-Cooper is a freelance writer and a social media and 
website content consultant living in Stratford. She is also the volunteer 
co-ordinator at the Stratford Perth Museum. More information on 
Ali Matthews is available on her website alimatthews.com.  
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ARTS EVENTS SPRING 2020

March 1
Maple Syrup Festival
McCully’s Hill Farm, St. Marys
519-284-2564 or www.mccullys.ca
Runs weekends in March

Sunday Slow Food Market
Festival Square Plaza, Stratford
10 a.m.-1 p.m.; info@slowfoodperthcounty.ca

March 3
Hensall Craft and Chat
Hensall Library, 108 King St.
6-8 p.m.
Runs every Tuesday evening

March 4
Listowel Paddyfest
Various events throughout Listowel
www.paddyfest.ca/paddyfest-events
Runs through March 21

March 5
Bayfield Knitting Club
Bayfield Library; 1-3 p.m.
www.huroncounty.ca

Card Night 
Blyth Library; 7-8 p.m.
www.huroncounty.ca

March 7
Goderich Maker’s Market
Square Brew, 430 Parsons Court, Goderich
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
www.goderichmakers.ca/makers-market.html
Also runs April 4

March 8
International Womens’ Day Speaker Series
Huron County Museum, Goderich
A presentation by Bonnie Sitter, about women 
farmers during World War II.
Tickets $25, available at Fincher’s, Gateway in 
Goderich and Eventbrite
Visit shorturl.at/bHIV6 for info

Listowel Family Fun Square Dance
Listowel Agricultural Hall;1-4 p.m.
Call Terri at 519-343-3276 for information

March 11
Not-so-Newlywed Game
St. Marys Friendship Centre; 4:30 p.m.
519-284-3272

March 13
Lucky 13 St. Paddy’s Fundraiser for Child & 
Youth Mental Health
Dark Horse Estate Winery, 70665 B Line, 
Grand Bend; 5-10 p.m.
www.mudmen.ca

March 14
Memories in March – Get Outdoors!
Pinery Provincial Park, Grand Bend
Visitor Centre open 10 a.m.-5 p.m.  
www.ontarioparks.com/park/pinery/events
519-243-1521
Runs through March 22

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day Lunch and Bingo
St. Marys Friendship Centre; Noon
www.calendar.townofstmarys.com

March 22
Burst of Spring Craft Show
Listowel Agricultural Hall; 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
listowelfair@gmail.com

March 23
Mitchell Optimists Music Festival
www.mitchelloptimists.ca
Runs through April 3

March 27
Paint Ontario – Faces and Places 
Lambton Heritage Museum, Grand Bend
11 a.m.-5 p.m.
paintontario.com or 519-243-2600
Runs through April 29

March 29
South Huron Community Choir Fundraising 
Dinner
Zurich Mennonite Church, 37818 Hensall-Zu-
rich Rd.; 5-8:30 p.m.
experienceexeter.ca/community-events-2/

April 4
Maple Weekend
Hoover’s Maple Syrup, 5896 Line 78, Atwood
9 a.m.-3 p.m.; www.mapleweekend.ca
Runs through April 5

April 5
Stratford Swan Release
William Allman Memorial Arena, Stratford
1:45 p.m.; cbeacstratford@yahoo.ca

April 9
Belmore Maple Syrup Festival
Belmore Community Centre, Wroxeter
www.belmorecommunitycentre.ca
Runs through April 11

April 23
Bowl for Kids’ Sake 
Molesworth Bowling Lane
Register your team of 4-6 bowlers (all ages) 
by emailing bfkslistowel@gmail.com or call 
519-291-6762

April 24
Bayfield Lions Home & Garden Show
Bayfield Arena & Community Centre
519.565.2894; bayfieldlions.ca
Runs through April 26

May 1
Optimist Club Dueling Pianos
South Huron Recreation Centre, Exeter
8 p.m.; Tickets $40
experienceexeter.ca/community-events-2/

May 3
Pinery Vintage Yard Sale
Pinery Market, 10163 Lakeshore Rd., Grand 
Bend; 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
519-239-8382 or info@pinerymarket.com

May 7
Huron Waves Concert
Trinity Church Goderich; 7:30 p.m.
www.huronwavesmusicfestival.ca
Also runs May 8 at Trivett Memorial Church, 
Exeter

May 9
Beer & Food Festival
Bayfield Arena Community Centre; 2-9 p.m.
Tickets $20 to $45; villageofbayfield.com

Home and Lifestyle Show
Steve Kerr Memorial Complex, Listowel
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; https://npchamber.com/

May 16
Migration Weekend
Pinery Provincial Park, Grand Bend
www.ontarioparks.com/park/pinery/events
Runs through May 18

May 17
Bayfield Lions Breakfast 
Bayfield Arena; 8 a.m.-noon
www.bayfieldlions.ca or 519-565-5170

May 20
St. Mary Horticultural Society – Spring Flower 
and Plant Auction
St. Marys Legion Hall; 7-9 p.m.

May 23
Stratford Studio Tour 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Map at stratfordstudiotour.ca and Stratford 
Tourism Alliance, 47 Downie St. 
Also runs May 24

IG Wealth Management Walk for Alzheimer’s 
Locations throughout Huron County; 9 a.m.
alzheimer.ca
Also runs May 24

              

              

             

        

519.271.7411
wgyoungfuneralhome.com

430 Huron Street
Stratford, ON N5A 5T7

Travel Near or Far 
with our Worry-Free 

Travel Plan
$442.00 plus HST

Basic Simple Cremation  $1895.00 plus HST *NO HIDDEN FEES

Safe Return Assistance Plan - Lifetime Membership provides repatriation services upon the death 
of a Member, occuring anywhere in the world, more than 100km from the Member’s legal residence. 
All expenses are paid directly by Safe Return Assistance Plan, saving the family from unexpected 
out-of-pocket expenses.

There are no age or health restrictions and coverage is for life!
Safe Return Assistance Plan arranges and makes direct payment for: 
 Locating and engaging a local, licenced funeral home, mortuary or dispositon facility at the place of death,
 Transporting the remains from the place of death to a licensed funeral home, mortuary or dispositon facility,
 Arranging for direct cremation services, when available and desired, or
 Arranging for full body repatriation when requested and available, including:
          * Preparation of the body for transport and procuring a death certi�cate and consular services when required
          * Purchasing the minimally required transportation container or air tray for transport, and
          * Arranging for transportation of the remains to a funeral establishment near the Member’s legal residence; and
 Providing transportation for a travel companion to accompany the decesased’s remains home.



Contact: Mark Bennett
519-440-1586

mbennett@harbourhillsuites.com
 

104 Suncoast Drive,  Goderich

Say hello to a vibrant lifestyle with more 
choices, more social & home-cooked meals 
in a maintenance free community.
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